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Deepening Engagement with Philosophical Texts:

Section Summaries and Abstract Writing Assignment

This assignment aims to foster a deeper engagement with complex philosophical texts by requiring
students to distill the essence of each section and synthesize the overarching argument in their own
words. Every three weeks you will submit the following over two of the readings from that timeframe.

Assignment Components:

1. Section Summaries: For each section of the assigned philosophical text, write a concise
summary in your own words. Capture the main ideas, arguments, and evidence presented in
each section. Aim for clarity and accuracy, avoiding direct quotes unless absolutely necessary.

2. Overall Abstract: After summarizing each section, write a new abstract that encapsulates the
entire paper's argument and key points. This abstract should be a stand-alone piece that
accurately reflects the author's main thesis and supporting claims.

Purpose and Benefits:

● Active Reading: Encourages close and critical reading of philosophical texts.
● Comprehension: Ensures thorough understanding of each section's content.
● Synthesis: Develops the ability to connect and integrate ideas across different sections.
● Critical Thinking: Promotes analytical thinking and the ability to identify key arguments and

evidence.
● Writing Skills: Improves writing clarity, conciseness, and accuracy in summarizing complex

ideas.
● Research Skills: Prepares students for future research by practicing summarizing and

synthesizing scholarly work.

Tips for Success:

● Read Actively: Engage with the text by underlining key points, taking notes, and asking
questions.

● Focus on the Essentials: Identify the main ideas and arguments in each section, avoiding
unnecessary details.

● Use Your Own Words: Paraphrase the author's ideas to demonstrate your understanding and
avoid plagiarism.

● Connect the Dots: Show how each section contributes to the overall argument of the paper.
● Revise and Refine: Edit your summaries and abstract for clarity, accuracy, and conciseness.

By completing this assignment, you will not only gain a deeper understanding of the assigned
philosophical text but also develop valuable skills in reading, writing, and critical thinking that will serve
you well throughout your academic and professional career.
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